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From W. P. Webster to General Butler
NORFOLK, March 6th, 1865
DEAR GENERAL: I am almost daily told that some one ought to inform you what is going on here. A man just from the front says that Gen. Turner asked him, "Is not Webster posting the General as to all these things?" Turner said he would do it, but he did not dare to do it himself. This man saw Gen. Grant, Ord, Rawlins, and others, and talked with them about matters here. Rawlins told him that Dana, the Asst. Sec. of War, wrote to Grant at the time you were in Washington, "It is reported here that General Butler says that $100,000 worth of goods daily go out of Norfolk to the rebels," and asking that the trade stores be closed and an investigation made. Hence this Inquisition. I heard the same thing in another form. Gen. Shepley told me that the Sec. of War had written that Gen. Butler had arrived in the city, and confirmed the rumors about the large amount of goods sent from Norfolk to the rebels, "and states that $100,000 worth a day are sent out in that way." I also heard that this commission was based upon a statement made by you to the War Department. From something you said to some one in Washington, Dana has built a story which condemns you and your administration in more than one respect.
This Inquisition has been sitting up to this day. The manner in which they have conducted it has brought alarm and fear to every one who came here during your time. Witnesses have been called liars, imprisoned and put to the rack, and every means taken to extort from them statements to meet desired purposes, and enable them to make a report satisfactory to your bitterest enemy.
Gen. Grant has at last ordered them to "dry up" and make their report. Gordon has been writing it during the week.
The Regime office was investigated on Wednesday, and Thursday Capt. Brown was examined. Every printer was brought before them. On Thursday, they told Brown that everything was satisfactory, and he could go on and publish his paper. But on the next day the patrons of the paper were summoned in to ascertain whether or not the amount credited to them in cash book was correct. It being alleged that the office had received much more money than the books showed to be the actual receipts.
Capt. Johnson (Gen. Shepley's Adjt. Gen.) was summoned